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WELCOME 
 We have reached the final 2 weeks of term at Woodside. It has been a fantastic year, with so much to celebrate. 

Firstly, I would like to thank our parent/carer community for all the support that we have received this year. I am lucky to 

regularly receive positive feedback and comments from you, and these are shared with staff. 

We have a section on our school website which allows you to share any positive feedback about individual staff members 

- https://hethersettwoodside.org.uk/celebrate-our-staff/ 

 

Year 6 will of course be leaving us at the end of term; and we wish them all the best as they move onto the next phase. This 

year's cohort have made great progress, and have shown themselves to be good role models; embracing our new 

Ambassador scheme so enthusiastically. 

 

We are delighted that our pupil numbers for September 2026 remain consistently high, and we look forward to welcoming new 

families to our community. 

Over the summer break, SLT and teaching staff will be preparing classrooms and school environments ready for the new term. 

Some changes you can look forward to are: 

- A brand new sensory room in school will be constructed  

- Forest School (fenced area by back gate) will be developed ready for use in the Autumn - A HUGE thank you to the Friends 

of Woodside for supporting the funding of this area 

- Art displays in the corridors to celebrate each class  

 

 Thank you to all who joined us at Sports Day and family picnic - it was a fabulous community event, and we were so proud of 

all the children., 

A HUGE thank you also to Friends of Woodside, who work so hard to raise funds for our school. The summer  

fair was a big success - THANK YOU to committee members, volunteers and staff. 

On behalf of staff and Governors at Woodside, may I wish you a relaxing summer holiday. We look forward to 

welcoming you back on Thursday 3rd September.  

Louise Mainwaring  

 

https://hethersettwoodside.org.uk/celebrate-our-staff/
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JULY 
 

    

7 July 1.15pm Ukulele Taster Session Reception and Year 
1 

 

9 July 9am Hickling Broad Trip  Year 3 Hickling Broad 
9 July 1.30am Mental Health Workshops Year 6  

9 – 10 July 9am Hautbois House Residential Year 2  Hautbois House 

13 July 9am Challenge Woods Trip Orchard Class  The Nest 

13 July  3.30pm FOWS Monthly Meeting All welcome Arrive via the 
School Office 

13 July 4.30pm School Reports Issued   

14 July 2pm OR 
6pm 

Leaver’s Performance Year 6 Parents 
invited 

School Hall 

15 July 9.30am Crucial Crew Visit Year 6 City College, 
Norwich 

15 July 1.45pm Orchard Stay and Play/Sports 
Activities  

Orchard Class 
Parents 

Orchard Class 

15 July 2.15pm Rocksteady Concerts Parents of 
Rocksteady bands 
invited 

School Hall 

15 July 4pm Leaver’s Pizza Party Year 6 School Hall 

16 July 2pm Colour Run Year 6 School 
Playground 

17 July  School closes for the Summer 
Holidays – Usual Collection Times 
Apply 

  

SEPTEMBER 
 

1-2 
September  

 School Closed to Pupils – INSET 
Days 

  

3 September 8.40am School Re-opens for Pupils   

3-4 
September 

9am-
11am or 
1pm-3pm 

Settling-In Sessions for Nursery 
Pupils 

Nursery children and 
parents 

Nursery Building 

11 September  All Reception pupils full time from 
today 

Rowan and 
Sycamore Classes 

 

16 September 1.30pm Road Safety Magic Show Y3/Y4 Pupils School Hall 

18 September 9am Flu Vaccinations All Pupils  

23 September 3.15pm Smartphone Free Childhood 
Session 

Parents of Y4, Y5, 
Y6 

School Hall 

28 September 9am Y6 Height/Weight Checks Y6 Children  

29 September 8.30am Flu Vaccinations Catch Up Session  

OCTOBER 
 

5 October 9am Individual/Sibling Photos Reception – Year 6  

12 October 3.30pm FOWS Monthly Meeting All Welcome  
22 October   School closes for half term, usual 

collection times apply. 
  

DIARY DATES 
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Our target for each class is 96% 

- A reminder that entitlement to Free School Meals is changing from September to include any 

families in receipt of Universal Credit (Reception to Year 6), irrespective of income. Please click 

here for further information and to complete the FSM form. All school lunches must be ordered 

via the Arbor Parent App, if a school lunch is not ordered, children will be expected to arrive at 

School with a home packed lunch.  

- Please ensure you check Arbor over the summer break to ensure the most recent information is 

recorded for your child. It is the parent/carers responsibility to ensure contact details are up to 

date, alongside medical/allergy/dietary information and guardians who are able to collect 

children from school. Any changes made over the summer will be approved by the Office on the 

return to school in September.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 W/C 08/06/26 W/C 15/06/26 W/C 22/06/26 W/C 29/06/26 

Rowan 93% 98% 91% 98% 

Sycamore 99% 94% 95% 96% 

Chestnut 94% 98% 96% 95% 

Holly 99.6% 99.6% 97% 98% 

Hazel 98% 99% 92% 98% 

Laurel 94% 99% 96% 100% 

Beech 100% 97% 99% 99% 

Lime 97% 99% 94% 99% 

Cedar 99% 97% 91% 98% 

Hawthorn 97% 98% 99.7% 98% 

Ash 97% 98% 98% 98% 

Birch 92% 93% 96% 94% 

Elm 97% 98% 92% -N/A DUE TO 
TRANSITION 

Maple 93% 93% 90% -N/A DUE TO 
TRANSITION 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

ATTENDANCE 

 
 

REMINDERS 
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1F1LBZhRP4-hUMoe1cxtFqCZHe2gL0QND/view?usp=sharing
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MESSAGE FROM THE GOVERNORS 

 

 

As we come to the end of another busy school year, I wanted to take a moment, on 

behalf of the Governing Board, to say a huge thank you to everyone who makes 

Hethersett Woodside such a special place. It has been lovely to see so many 

examples throughout the year of children learning, growing in confidence, trying new 

things and supporting one another. From classroom learning to trips, performances, 

sporting opportunities, choir events, residentials and the many day-to-day moments 

that make school life so rich, there is a great deal for us all to be proud of. 

 

This year has also seen the school continue to move forward in many important 

ways. The continued focus on reading, writing, inclusion, wellbeing and supporting 

every child to do their best all show how committed the school is to improving and 

developing. As governors, we are fortunate to see just how much thought, care and 

hard work sits behind these developments. We know that none of this happens by 

accident, and I would like to thank Mrs Mainwaring and the whole staff team for their 

energy, dedication and care throughout the year. 

 

Most importantly, I would like to thank the children. They are at the heart of 

everything we do, and they continue to make us proud in so many different ways. 

Thank you also to parents, carers, families, volunteers and Friends of Woodside for 

the support you give to the school. That partnership between home, school and the 

wider community really does make a difference. I hope everyone has a restful and 

enjoyable summer break, and we look forward to welcoming everyone back in 

September, ready for another exciting year at Woodside. For those in Year 6 who are 

leaving us, we wish them well as they continue their journey through high school. 

 

Finally, all of this shows how the school is “growing lifelong learners who care, share 

and shine”. 

 

 

Diane Perry-Yates 

 

Chair of Governors 
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As we enter the new school year in September, a reminder of start and finish times for our year groups. 

All gates open from 8.35am, children need to arrive promptly within the windows below. After these times 

children will need to enter via the School Office to sign in and provide a reason for lateness: 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year Group Drop Point/Time Collection Point/Time 

Nursery 

 
Times Vary/Nursery Gate 

 

Reception- Sycamore 
8.40am-9am/Middle Gate  

to Reception Garden 
3pm/Side Gate  

to Reception Garden 

Reception - Rowan 
8.40am-9am/Middle Gate to 

 Reception Garden 
3pm/Middle Gate 

 to Reception Garden 

Year 1 8.40am-8.55am/Year 1 Cloakroom Door 3.05pm/Year 1 Cloakroom Door 

Year 2 8.40am-8.55am/Year 2 Cloakroom Door 3.05pm/Year 2 Cloakroom Door 

Year 3 & 4 
8.40am-8.50am/Y3&4 Door (Nursery end) 3.15pm/ Y3&4 Door (Nursery end) 

Year 5 8.40am-8.50am/ Year 5&6 Door (near Table 
Tennis Tables)  

3.15pm/ Year 5&6 Door (near 
Table Tennis Tables) 

Year 6 
3.15pm/Side Hall Door onto Big 

Playground 

Orchard 
8.45am/ Year 5&6 Door (near Table Tennis 

Tables) 
3pm/ Year 5&6 Door (near Table 

Tennis Tables) 

 

Class  Teacher/Room Lead Teaching Assistants 

Nursery Hedgehogs Mrs Harvey/Miss Reed Mrs Garrard, Miss Law,  
Miss Riches, Mrs Gilbert, Vacancy Nursery Squirrels Miss Roberts 

Reception Rowan Mrs Ballingall/Mrs Dixon 

Miss Dabb, Mrs Bishop Reception Sycamore Ms Smith 

Y1 Chestnut Miss Hanley Mrs Kemp, Miss Read,  
Mrs Idam, Miss Hewson Y1 Holly Miss Walsh 

Y2 Laurel Miss Wiseman Miss Sabberton, Mrs Millward,  
Miss Jennings Y2 Hazel Mrs Smee 

Y3 Beech Mrs Keep Miss Eamer 
Vacancy Y3 Lime Mrs Luther 

Y4 Cedar Ms Zivtins Mrs Keeler  
Mrs Parker Y4 Hawthorn Mrs De Bloeme/Mrs Woods 

Y5 Ash Mrs Parmenter (formerly Miss Wright Miss Catton, Mrs Culverhouse 
Mrs Goodwin Y5 Birch Miss Galer 

Y6 Elm Miss Duncan Mr Hawes 
Miss Russell Y6 Maple  Miss Shackcloth 

Orchard Mrs Gaffney/Mrs Pugh 
Mrs Frost, Mrs Aleksandrova 
Ms Mann and Miss Reeder 

 

NEW SCHOOL YEAR INFORMATION 
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Learning in Year 5  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CURRICULUM NEWS 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 5 have had a fantastic start to their final 
term and have continued to show great 
enthusiasm and maturity in all areas of school 
life. We have been consolidating our learning 
across the curriculum and building confidence in 
the knowledge and skills we have 
developed throughout the year. Alongside this, 
we have also begun exploring exciting new 
topics, including our class text A Wrinkle in Time, 
which the children have thoroughly 
enjoyed diving into. 
 

 

Sports Day was a real highlight and Year 5 did an amazing job of demonstrating maturity, 

responsibility and excellent sportsmanship throughout the day. We were so proud to see the 

children encouraging one another, trying their best and representing Year 5 so positively. 

We have also had our exciting trip to the Bug, as well as transition days where the children had 

the chance to experience what it will be like to be Year 6. It was a wonderful opportunity for 

them to begin looking ahead with excitement and confidence as they prepare for their final year 

of primary school. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In Design and Technology, we have started 
our new topic on designing and creating bird 
hides, encouraging the children to think 
creatively while considering purpose, 
structure and the natural environment. In 
Science, we have continued our learning 
about living things and their habitats, 
exploring how different organisms are 
adapted to survive and the important 
relationships within ecosystems. 
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Learning in Nursery 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
In Nursery, we have been watching the 
process of metamorphosis between a 
caterpillar and a butterfly some of us 
begin our transition to big school. We 
have seen the tiny caterpillars eat and 
eat until they were big and fat. We 
have seen them build their chrysalis 
and begin the 'big change' and then 
have seen them become beautiful 
butterflies.  
 
We have released them into the 
garden together, to be free.  
 
Ask us what kind of butterflies we have 
had! Ask us what the name of the big 
change is! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Our nursery classes have also 

been learning all about 

growing vegetables and 

lavender with our Master 

Gardener Pauline. Some of 

our produce was entered into 

competitions at the Royal 

Norfolk Show, we won the 

following prizes: 

 

 
1ST Prize for Lavender 

1ST Prize for Onions, 
Potatoes and Broad Beans  

2nd Prize Lettuce 

What fabulous work from our 
Nursery gardeners!  
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 Inclusion  

With the summer holidays around the corner it can be tricky to find SEND 

friendly activities over the 6 weeks. The following information may be of 

use to you:  

• High Altitude trampoline park - SEND friendly sessions. In school 

holidays the sessions run on Tuesdays from 9am to 10am, and 

Saturdays from 5-6pm. https://highaltitudepk.co.uk/ 

• Bananas soft play -  SEN Sessions from 17:00 until 19:00 every 

Wednesday. https://southnorfolkleisure.co.uk/our-

centres/bananas-soft-play/ 

• Dance and movement from Dance for All - 

https://www.dance4allnorwich.co.uk/ 

• Big Norfolk Holiday Fun also has a SEND filter which shows what 

activities are open for children with additional needs. 

https://www.activenorfolk.org/public/bignorfolkholidayfun/ 

• ASD helping hands runs a family support session where children can 

play and parents can take time to connect with others. 

https://www.asdhelpinghands.org.uk/support-and-social-

groups/family/ 
 

Norfolk county council also publish information and advice on their SEND 

local offer Facebook page which is worth a follow. 

https://www.facebook.com/sendnorfolk/?locale=en_GB 
 

Child Wellbeing and Safety Survey 
 
Earlier this term we asked pupils from Reception to Year 6 to tell us what they liked about school, how 

safe did they feel, did they have any worries about coming to school and if so how could we make 

these worries better. We gathered their child voice through a survey and through child conversation 

with our safeguarding governor. 

 

Pupils expressed overwhelmingly positive feelings about their relationships with school staff. They 

expressed that staff help them do their best, treat pupils fairly, help them to feel safe and provide 

additional help when needed. Pupil/staff relationships came across as a real strength of the school. 
Pupils expressed a real enjoyment, engagement and positive attitude towards learning and school. 

They expressed that there is now greater access to play opportunities at lunchtime, and they would still 

like to see more as this leads to less positive friendships and an increased sense of safety. 
Pupils expressed a strong motivation towards visible and competitive reward systems such as 

certificates, trophies, house points and competitions. They also expressed a desire for further clubs and 

enrichment opportunities. 

 

Nicola Ingham 

 

Inclusion Lead 

 

 

 

INCLUSION 
 

https://highaltitudepk.co.uk/
https://southnorfolkleisure.co.uk/our-centres/bananas-soft-play/
https://southnorfolkleisure.co.uk/our-centres/bananas-soft-play/
https://www.dance4allnorwich.co.uk/
https://www.activenorfolk.org/public/bignorfolkholidayfun/
https://www.asdhelpinghands.org.uk/support-and-social-groups/family/
https://www.asdhelpinghands.org.uk/support-and-social-groups/family/
https://www.facebook.com/sendnorfolk/?locale=en_GB
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Kev McCabe and Michelle Larwood – 

Pastoral Team 

 

Moving Up: New Classes and Year Groups 

Moving to a new classroom with a new teacher can feel daunting for primary school children. Common worries include: "Will my new 
teacher be strict?" or "Will I sit next to my friends?" 
 Our transition days are designed to answer these questions and build familiarity, but you can bridge the gap at home with these tips - 
 

Focus on the familiar: 
Remind them of what isn't changing - the playground, their uniform, the school routines and many of their familiar friends and staff. 
 

Acknowledge their feelings:  
If they say they are scared, avoid rushing in (or ‘shutting down’) with "you'll be fine!" or “don't be silly!” 
Instead, try: "It makes sense to feel a bit nervous about a new classroom/teacher/school. What can we do to make the first week 
easier?" 
 

Keep it positive:  
Children often mirror our energy. Speaking enthusiastically about their new teacher/school/class helps them to feel secure. 
 

The Big Leap: Transitioning to High School 
Moving from the comfort of primary school to a bustling high school is a significant emotional and physical shift. Your child is moving 
from being the oldest in the school to the youngest, which can naturally trigger some anxiety. 
Here is how you can help them prepare for the practical and emotional shifts: 
The "Dry Run" Journey: Practice the new route to school together before the term starts. If they are walking or taking a new bus route, 
doing it on a quiet summer day builds massive confidence. 
 

Organization is independence: High school requires managing a timetable and moving classrooms. Over the summer, let your child 
take ownership of labelling their new uniform, packing their bag, and organizing their equipment. 
 

De-escalate the "Worst-Case Scenarios":  
Most Year 6 worries centre on getting lost or losing their homework. Reassure them that high schools expect Year 7s to be confused 
during the first few weeks, and staff are specifically trained to guide them. 
 

Quick Tips for the Summer Break- 
The Power of Routine: In the final week of August, gently reintroduce school bedtime and wake-up routines. Escaping "holiday time" 
gradually prevents a shock to the system in September. I would recommend talking about this with your child at the beginning of 
summer so that it isn't too ‘alien’ an idea for them or something that causes upset at the end of the summer break. 
Listen more than you talk: Sometimes kids (and us adults!) just need to vent their worries without you needing to "fix" them right away. 
Celebrate the milestone: Frame the move as a positive graduation and a sign of how much they have grown. Mention other times they 
have made a successful transition. 
Keep communication open: Let them know that no question is too small or silly to ask you. 
 

If you feel your child is experiencing severe anxiety about their upcoming move, please reach out to our pastoral team before the end of 
term so we can put extra support in place. 
 

I will end the year with this quote, it's not mine but I'm sure you'll all understand why I've used it! 

"The biggest biological anomaly is that it takes a child two hours to fall asleep on a school night, but only four seconds to wake up at 
5:30 AM on a Saturday." 

Warm regards and a big thank you to our families, children and staff for another successful year at Woodside.  
 

We hope you have a happy, safe and (when possible) restful summer break.  

Kev McCabe and Michelle Larwood - The Woodside Pastoral Support Team 

 

Supporting Your Child Through School Transitions 

 

As we approach the end of the school year, change is in the air at Woodside!  
Whether your child is moving up a year group, changing Key Stages or preparing to leave 
us for high school, transitions are a major milestone. Change brings a mix of excitement 
and nerves - which is completely normal. For this reason, I've decided that this newsletter 
piece should be a guide on what to expect and how you can support/help your child's 
emotional wellbeing during these next few weeks. 

 

PASTORAL NEWS 
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SPORTS DAY 2026 
 

Friday 19th June saw Hethersett Woodside take to 

the school field for our annual Sports Day! Our 

friends at Premier Education joined us to provide a 

rotation of fantastic activities including archery, 

obstacle courses, wet sponge races and human 

hungry hippos, as well as traditional running races. 

Each session wrapped up with a rather special feat 

of sporting prowess… Cow, Shark, Lobster, Unicorn, 

Frog, Dinosaur and Pig took to the race track and 

(just about!) made it over the finish line!  

It was wonderful to welcome our parents/carers for 

a shared lunchtime picnic and thank you for 

supporting our on-site vendors on the day, a 

percentage of profits was donated to the FOWS.  

We are pleased to reveal our 2026 Sports Day 

House Winners are……. 

KS 2: BLUE TEAM!!!!!  

RECEPTION & KS1: RED TEAM!!!! 

The Sports Day trophy will bear the blue and red 

team ribbons until June 2027. 

Well done to all of our children for displaying our 

school values on this rather warm Summer Friday – 

they did a fantastic job! 

SPORTS DAY! 
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 P.E CHALLENGES  

PREMIER EDUCATION – WRAPAROUND CARE  

Premier Education offers Wrap Around Care and Holiday Clubs for children from Reception to Year 6 at Hethersett 

Woodside. 

Please click the link below to find out more about what Premier Education can offer our families: 

Wrap around care – Take a look behind the scenes of our childcare offer 

If you would like to book a session with Premier please click the following link: 

Premier Education 

 

  

 

 

 

This month at Wraparound, the children have 

loved taking part in our World Ocean Week. 

The children have enjoyed developing their 

active and creative minds by designing their 

own underwater creatures and using 

playdough to create unique sculptures. Other 

inspiring activities have included making 

Father's Day cards, participating in World 

Cup-themed challenges, and taking part in the 

Personal Best Challenge: Speed Ladder, which 

helped to develop their agility, coordination, 

and confidence 

We know many of our Hethersett Woodside 

Children enjoy yoga as part of P.E, please 

have a look at this guide to ‘Sun Salutations’ - 

maybe it will usher in the sunshine for the 

Summer holidays!  

https://www.loom.com/share/84d4ce5aa17440a68de6714fb38d4227
https://www.premier-education.com/parents/venue/search/?location=nr9+3gn
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E-SAFETY   

 

 
The summer holidays are almost here, 

giving our children lots more time for fun 

and freedom. Please find below a bucket 

list of fun activities to do at very low cost 

and a poster about staying safe online 

over the summer. How many safety tips 

can you find together about staying safe, 

whilst online? 

 

Online safety 

this Summer 
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COMMUNITY NEWS    


