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WELCOME 
 
Welcome to our May newsletter. 
 
This year is progressing fast, and I am delighted with the progress and attitudes of our children at 
Woodside. Regular progress meetings with the class teacher and TA demonstrate how well the staff 
know your children, and how dedicated they are to ensure high standards of education and behaviour 
are maintained. 
 
We are due to be reinspected by Ofsted again at any time; and we very much look forward to them 
visiting us and being able to demonstrate all the improvements which have been made since our last 
inspection in January 2024.  
The school team works tirelessly to ensure expectations are consistently high, children are happy and 
safe, and learning is at the heart of all we do.  
 
We hope to be able to share more of our improvement journey with you through the introduction of Class 
Parent / Carer reps - a new initiative which aims to be a mechanism for sharing information from school 
and also answering concerns or questions raised from our community via your reps. Please click here to 
find out more or to volunteer for the role of class rep. 
 
As we get closer to the end of the school year, may I thank those parents / carers who still follow our 
School Uniform Policy; ensuring all children are dressed smartly for lessons and for PE. May I remind 
you that earrings should be studs only, and be removed on PE days please. Hair accessories should be 
green if possible; with shaved lines and patterns in hair saved for school holiday time please. 
 
Please remember the class teacher is available to talk through any questions or concerns with you at the 
end of the school day. For more in depth conversations, please make an appointment via the school 
office.  
I am available if you wish to discuss other matters.  Communication remains a vital element in the 
journey your child makes through our school. 
 
Have an enjoyable rest of this half term, 
Louise Mainwaring 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfo7-gmmJOvvkFSxcX6DDHJowpKJ2BQE6l1GtzOfjf9-M2A0Q/viewform?usp=dialog
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May 
 

    

7 May 12.30pm Multi-skills Reception  Easton College 

8 May 9am Dinosaur Park Trip Year 1 Dinosaur Park, 
Lenwade 

8 May 9.30am Bee Visitor Year 2  Year 2 
Classrooms 

11-14 May  Year 6 SATS Year 6  

11 May 2.30pm SEND Surgery By appointment  

11 May 3.30pm FOWS Monthly Meeting All welcome Arrive via the 
School Office 

13 May 1.30pm Local Library Trip Sycamore Class Hethersett 
Library 

14 May 9am Y4 Norwich Castle Trip Year 4  Norwich Castle 

15 May  ‘Break the Rules Day’ – proceeds to 
FOWS 

Whole School   

15 May 9.30am Local Park Visit Year 6 Hethersett 
Memorial Park 

15 May 1.45pm Ice Cream Van Year 6 School 
Playground 

20 May 12pm Local Mosque Trip Year 2 Hethersett 
Mosque 

20 May 1.30pm Local Library Trip Rowan Class Hethersett 
Library 

20 May 3.30pm NSSP Netball Selected Y5/Y6 City Academy 

20 May 3.15pm Art Gallery Y5 & Y6 Parents invited to view 
gallery 

Main Hall 

21 May   Census Day, Special Menu – Details to 
follow 

  

21 May 10am NSSP Girls Cricket Selected Pupils Eaton Park 

21 May 3.15pm Art Gallery Y2, Y3, Y4 Parents invited to view 
gallery 

Main Hall 

22 May  Non-Uniform Day – Wear Pink for 
Priscilla Bacon 

Whole School   

22 May  School closes for Half-Term – Usual 
Collection Times Apply 

  

June 
 

    

1 June 8.40am School re-opens for second part of 
Summer term 

  

5 June  Non-Uniform Day (in exchange for 
tombola prize) 

Whole School   

8 June 3.30pm FOWS Monthly Meeting All welcome Arrive via the 
School Office 

8 June 5.30pm Reception Sept 26 Intake – Parent 
Meeting 

New Reception Parents  School Hall 

9 June 1.30pm Maths Challenge Selected Y3 Pupils Online 

17 June 1.30pm Local Library Trip Chestnut Class Hethersett 
Library 

18-19 June  Additional Transition Days at Hethersett 
Academy 

Selected Y6 Children Hethersett 
Academy 

18 June Afternoon FOWS School Discos – Information to 
follow 

 School Hall 

19 June 9am Sports Day – Details to follow Whole School  School Field 

DIARY DATES 
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23 June – 25 
June 

 Wymondham High – Transition Days Y6 Pupils attending 
Wymondham High in 
Sept 

Wymondham 
High 

23 June 1.30pm Author Visit – Details to follow Y4, Y5, Y6 School Hall 

23 June 2pm SEND Surgery By Appointment  

24 June 1pm Local Library Trip Holly Class Hethersett 
Library 

25 June – 26 
June 

 Additional Transition Days at Hethersett 
Academy 

Selected Y6 Children Hethersett 
Academy 

26 June  Reserve date for Sports Day   

29 June – 1 July  Transition Days at Hethersett Academy Year 6 Children Hethersett 
Academy 

29-30 June  New Reception Children Visit Reception 2026 
Starters 

Rowan/Sycamore 
Class 

July 
 
4 July  FOWS Summer Fayre   

9 July 9am Hickling Broad Trip – details to follow Year 3 Hickling Broad 

9 – 10 July 9am Hautbois House Residential Year 2  Hautbois House 

10 July 3.30pm NSSP Netball Selected Y5/Y6  

13 July  3.30pm FOWS Monthly Meeting All welcome Arrive via the 
School Office 

14 July 2pm OR 
6pm 

Leaver’s Performance Year 6 Parents invited School Hall 

15 July 9.30am Crucial Crew Visit Year 6 City College, 
Norwich 

15 July 1.45pm Orchard Stay and Play Garden Party Orchard Class Parents Orchard Class 

15 July 4pm Leaver’s Pizza Party Year 6 School Hall 

16 July 2pm Colour Run Year 6 School 
Playground 

17 July  School closes for the Summer Holidays – 
Usual Collection Times Apply 

  

REMINDERS 

- Please ensure you regularly check your child’s Arbor profile to make sure that their information is up to date. It is 

parent/carer’s responsibility to ensure that emergency contact information (including guardians who can collect 

children from school), medical and dietary information is input into the Arbor Parent App. Any changes are 

checked and approved by the School Office on a daily basis. 

- Please take a look at the following letter from Norfolk County Council regarding Free School Meals, if you think you 

may be entitled to Free School Meals, please download and complete the form and return to the School Office 

(paper copies available if required.) FREE SCHOOL MEAL form 

- -Hethersett Academy will be holding an Open Evening for prospective September 2027 parents (current Year 5) on 

the evening of Monday 21st September 2026 should you wish to attend. 

- - A polite reminder to parents that if your child arrives late to school in the morning via the School Office, you must 

sign them in on the screen, including a reason for lateness, and wait for a member of the Office staff to admit them 

in to the building. Parents should not be entering the school building with their late children. Mobile phone usage is 

not permitted within the school building, including the foyer. If you are arriving at school as a parent or visitor, 

please ensure your mobile phone stays in your pocket/bag.  

- Parents/Carers and siblings should not be using the toilet inside the Y3/Y4 doors to the playground at collection 

time. If you need to use the facilities please enter via the Main Office.  

- -With imminent warmer weather, please ensure children are arriving at school with a sunhat and water bottle, and 

sun cream already applied (pupils are welcome to bring sun cream to school for reapplication but must be able to 

apply it themselves. Please ensure the bottle is named.) 

 

 

 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qsVCMaCtQFSkkNQv9RKIGquybmE6-IKT/view?usp=sharing
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Our target for each class is 96%  

 W/C 
02/03/26 

W/C  
09/03/26 

W/C  
16/03/26 

W/C 
23/03/26 

W/C 
14/04/26 

W/C 
20/04/26 

W/C 
27/04/26 

Rowan 97% 90% 97% 93% 94% 98% 99% 

Sycamore 98% 98% 96% 98% 100% 96% 99% 

Chestnut 96% 97% 93% 97% 99% 97% 99% 

Holly 91% 96% 93% 93% 99% 97% 96% 

Hazel 99% 98% 98% 94% 93% 99% 92% 

Laurel 98% 97% 96% 99% 92% 96% 99% 

Beech 98% 95% 99% 95% 98% 99% 99% 

Lime 97% 98% 96% 93% 94% 91% 96% 

Cedar 95% 95% 99% 98% 99% 95% 98% 

Hawthorn 96% 99% 98% 99% 99% 99% 98% 

Ash 98% 98% 97% 99% 95% 97% 99% 

Birch 98% 96% 96% 96% 94% 99% 98% 

Elm 99% 92% 92% 98% 97% 96% 99% 

Maple 94% 96% 92% 92% 92% 96% 92% 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WOODSIDE CHOIRS NEWS 
The Norfolk County Music Festival 

 
On Monday 16th March, the Acorn and Oak Choirs joined together to sing on a stage in front of a large audience of parents, 
teachers and children from other schools. They sang beautifully and behaved impeccably! The adjudicator, Tom Appleton, 
said, “Very well done, this is a splendid set - What a treat!” We were awarded ‘Highly Commended Plus’ for their 
performance! We are so proud! 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

ATTENDANCE 

 
 
 
 
 
If your child would like to join one of the Woodside Choirs, we would love to have 
them! In the Summer Term we will be working towards an event at the Royal Norfolk 
Show in June and a performance at the Summer Fayre in July. 
 

Acorn Choir - Years 1 and 2 - Children from Reception are invited to join now we 
are in the summer term. We meet on Wednesday mornings before school = 8:15 am 
- 8:45am.  
Oak Choir - Years 3, 4, 5 & 6 - Friday afternoons after school = 3:30pm - 4:30pm 

 

Please fill in this Google Form to register your child’s interest. 

 

https://forms.gle/5wqiJaFEqoH5yu8j7
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Learning in Year 1  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CURRICULUM NEWS 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 1 
DT - In Year 1, we have been making 
monster puppets based on our text “We’re 
going to find the monster”. 
 

First, we researched other puppets and had 
fun creating our own puppet shows. 
 

Next, we designed a monster puppet and 
thought about colour choices, details and of 
course, googly eyes! 
 

Finally, we used a needle and thread to stitch 
our puppet together. Everyone worked really 
hard and we hope you enjoy exploring our 
puppets! 
 

 

 

 

 

Multi skills - In March we attended the Multi-Skills Festival at Easton Tennis Centre. The children 
got to try out space hoppers, balance bikes and a range of fun activities hosted by student leaders 
and NSSP. The children had a lovely time and displayed all three school values - well done year 1! 
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Learning in Year 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 3  
Beech class thoroughly enjoyed sharing a 
story with the children in Nursery on World 
Book Day.  We were so proud of how 
responsible, kind and caring they were 
towards the Nursery children. 
 

In Year 3’s DT project we used pneumatics to make moving alien toys to help the Year 1’s 

practice their phonics.  We learnt about how pneumatics work by pushing air from one part to 

another, we used syringes to make the aliens' mouths open.  If you can read the word, the 

alien eats it!  Here are some examples; 
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WORLD BOOK DAY  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Last half term the children and staff celebrated World Book Day. 

They came to school in their pyjamas and enjoyed activities related 

to books. One task the children were set was to write a whole school 

book about Gruffalo Granny. Each year group was given a chapter 

each to write. The children planned their chapters carefully, using 

characters from previous Gruffalo stories. Mrs. Allen collated these 

chapters and we now have 5 fantastic versions of 'The Gruffalo 

Granny' available in our school library for children to read.  

 

During the afternoon children enjoyed a Book and Biscuit swap. 

Older children in school were buddied up with younger children and 

read them stories whilst enjoying a biscuit, or two!  

 

There was a lovely atmosphere around school, seeing all the 

children settled down with a book, reading to a peer.  

 

After school we held a book sale on the main school playground. 

Thank you for all your donations. We managed to raise just over 

£100, which will go towards enriching our school library.  

 
 
 

In March, we were visited by a former 
Woodside pupil and Grand Slam tennis 
champion Lucy Foyster.  
Lucy was the youngest wheelchair tennis player 
at the Australian Open Juniors in Melbourne 
and along with her doubles partner, won the 
trophy!    
 

She visited Reception and talked to them about 
her achievements then spoke to Years 1 to 6 in 
an assembly. She told us how she became 
involved in wheelchair tennis, all about 
travelling to different places to compete and 
how it feels to be a champion. She brought in 
her trophy to show us.  

 

 

A few years ago whilst Lucy was a 
pupil at Woodside she was diagnosed 
with bone cancer. She now fundraises 
and raises awareness for the cause 
through her charity Lucy’s Big Dream. 
A bake sale was held after school the 
day she came and raised over £140 for 
her charity. If you wish to donate, you 
can do so by clicking the link above.  
 

We are so proud to be part of 
Lucy’s life and will continue to follow 
her tennis journey.  Thank you so 
much for visiting us and sharing your 
story Lucy! 

 

 

FUNDRAISING 

 
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c3r12e17x93o
https://specialfunds.bcrt.org.uk/lucys-dream/
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INCLUSION 

 
 

RECEPTION’S SPECIAL VISITORS! 

The next SEND surgery is on Monday 11th 
May. 10-minute appointments are open to all 
parents who would like to discuss a concern 
they have with Mrs Jefferson. Slots are open 
between 2.30 and 4.30.  
 

To book an appointment please use this link:  
 

https://forms.gle/FPEWgtF4NCtQErdS8 
 

Sensory regulation 

All of us have our own unique response to sensory stimuli that can vary from time to time. This 
might affect our participation in daily activities. Children can also have sensory sensitivities to 
things like touch, smell, visual stimuli or sound. Sensory sensitivities fall into two categories: 
seeking or avoiding. Sometimes the loudest children are the ones who struggle with noise! 
If you would like to learn more about sensory processing there are 3 videos on Just One Norfolk 
which will give you further information. The link below is for Part 1.  
 

https://www.justonenorfolk.nhs.uk/occupational-therapy-for-parents-carers/sensory-
regulation/introduction-to-sensory-processing/ 
 

 In April, Reception classes took a very special delivery – 7 chicken eggs arrived in their toasty incubator! The 

Reception children did a fabulous job of welcoming the new arrivals as they began to hatch the very next day – and 

imagine their surprise when out of our chicken eggs popped …a duck!  

We are pleased to report that chicks soon followed and the children have adored entertaining their new classmates. 

As the chicks and duck begin to outgrow their surroundings, they will return to live at a local farmyard. 

https://forms.gle/FPEWgtF4NCtQErdS8
https://www.justonenorfolk.nhs.uk/occupational-therapy-for-parents-carers/sensory-regulation/introduction-to-sensory-processing/
https://www.justonenorfolk.nhs.uk/occupational-therapy-for-parents-carers/sensory-regulation/introduction-to-sensory-processing/
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PASTORAL NEWS 
 

STAFF NEWS 

 
 

Kev McCabe and Michelle 

Larwood – Pastoral Team 

As Summer finally arrives in Hethersett, I thought I’d write about something that I 

have had many conversations with children over the years - keeping things ‘in 

perspective’ and reacting appropriately to an issue (or perceived issue.) 

Matching the Reaction: The "Size of the Problem" 

One of the most helpful tools in a child’s emotional toolbox is the ability to gauge 
the "Size of the Problem." When a child can identify how big a challenge truly is, 
they can choose a reaction that matches it. 

 

Here is a guide I have used to help children categorise their setbacks and find the right solution: 
 

Size of Problem Examples at School What the Reaction Looks Like How to Solve It 
 

1. Tiny (Glitch) Broken pencil lead; Losing a game at break; Forgetting a hat. A small "oops" or a shrug. No big feelings 
involved. Just fix it yourself! Pick a new pencil or keep playing. 
 

2. Small (Hitch) Someone cut in line; Forgetting a lunchbox; A "stuck" math problem. Feeling a bit annoyed or frustrated. 
No one is hurt. Use your words. Ask for help or try one of your "Calming Tools." 

 

3. Medium (Ouch) A friendship argument; Getting a low mark in a test; Someone being unkind. Feeling sad, upset, or 
very frustrated. Needs an adult’s help to talk it through or mediate. 
 

4. Big (Emergency) Someone is physically hurt; A serious safety issue; A major loss. Feeling scared, overwhelmed, or 
very upset. 
 

The "Reaction Rule" 

I often tell children: "The goal is to keep the reaction the same size as the problem." If a child has a "Level 4" reaction 
(shouting or crying) to a "Level 1" problem (a broken pencil), that is where we step in to help them ‘recalibrate’.  You can 
practice this at home by asking: "I see you're very upset. Is this a 'Losing my favourite toy' kind of big problem, or a 'The 
iPad needs charging' kind of small problem?"  It's not about ‘belittling’ the problem but about putting it into 
perspective.  Model taking a deep breath and reacting in a calm fashion in order to show your children how to react 
appropriately.   
 

Putting it into Practice 

Next time your child faces a hurdle, try this three-step approach: 
Identify: "How big is this problem on our 1–4 scale?" 
Validate: "It’s okay to feel annoyed by a Level 2 problem." 
Action: "What is a Level 2 solution we can use?” 
 

 

As always, thank you to all our families for your continued support and thanks also for reading - I hope it helps! 
 
Mr McCabe and Mrs Larwood - Pastoral Support Team. 

 

- A warm welcome to Miss Jennings and Mr Hawes, who are joining our teaching assistant team!  

- Farewell to our Year 3 teaching assistant Mrs. Lamb. Mrs. Lamb will be a familiar face to many having 

been at Woodside for 6 years, she will be very much missed but we wish her well in future ventures!  

- We wish Mrs Allen (Rowan Class teacher and Lower Phase Lead) all the best as she commences her 

Maternity Leave!   
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EDUCATIONAL VISITORS 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Pupils in Y3-Y6 were lucky enough to receive a visit from 

Taylor Wimpey representatives earlier this school year, who 

led a talk around the importance of building communities 

alongside new homes, and how to stay safe in the local area 

when there are building sites nearby. 

Simon Strudwick, Regional Health and Safety Advisor at 

Taylor Wimpey gave an informative session about site 

safety and welcomed the children’s questions. He said ‘As 

children are naturally curious, it’s important to make sure 

they’re aware of the world around them, including how new 

communities come to be, and making sure they're aware of 

potential risks and how to remain safe on building sites.”  

Thank you to Taylor Wimpey for a wonderful, educational 

assembly!  

Parents of Year 3 and Year 4 children were invited to take part in a Family Learning course with Norfolk County 

Council’s Learning Practitioner Simon, who visited school on Monday afternoons last term. The parents and 

children were supported through the course ‘English through Illustrated Books’ in friendly and informative 

sessions, learning lots of English related skills along the way! Take a look at their work and feedback below! 

Please keep an eye out for future family learning sessions available at school! 

I learnt what is expected in 

Key Stage 2 SATs and 

found it really interesting. I 

have 

found this exceptionally 

useful and it has been 

important for me to learn 

so much in an easy 

environment. 

I learnt about homophones, 

grammar including nouns, 

adjectives, verbs and 

adverbs, and comic and 

graphic novels. 

I like the games as they 

make learning fun and not 

like a chore. 

Mad Libs explained 

grammar very well and 

helped me understand 

catchphrases and different 

types of speech 

bubbles, which I did not 

know were different. Going 

through a SATs paper was 

really insightful 

and making a final comic 

was fun as it brought 

together what we had 

learnt. 
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Firstly, I’d like to introduce our FOWS group. Friends of Woodside School is the charity supporting 
Woodside School.  We are a network of parents, families, carers, staff that run events and 
fundraising for the School 

I have recently taken over the Chair position from Sarah Lawrence, huge shoes to fill and I’m 
forever grateful she remains on the committee supporting us with her wealth of knowledge 
and commitment.  I’m supported by a fantastic team, Kerry MacRae, Mark Keep, Victoria Smith 
(Reception Teacher) and Christina Hashem.   We have a vacancy for a secretary position, 
essentially recording the minutes of the meetings. 

We have some great events planned for the next few months to the end of school year.  More 
targeted communications will be coming out 

• Break the rules day – 15th May 

• School Disco – 18th June, all years 

• Summer Fayre with Car Boot – 4th July 

We are very excited to expand on our Summer Fayre by hosting a car boot sale together with the 
traditional stalls, games, music, raffle and tombolas.   

 We have a wonderful network of volunteers but are always grateful for more help.  Whether this is 
behind the scenes prep, planning or help on the day please do get in touch. These events can’t 
happen without you.   

Don’t forget we are a charity so if your employer offers volunteering leave you can use this with 
FOWS.  We would also appreciate local business support, raffle prizes, sponsoring events and we 
will of course mention your contribution in all messaging. 

Finally – we meet monthly, you are welcome to join our meetings to learn more about us, offer 
thoughts on events or help with planning, our next meeting is 11TH May at 3.30pm.  

Follow our Facebook page for more information about us and upcoming events 

 

https://www.facebook.com/share/g/17PFrL3cHU/?mibextid=wwXIfr 

 

Rachel Brown – Chair  

 

FOWS 

https://www.facebook.com/share/g/17PFrL3cHU/?mibextid=wwXIfr
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P.E NEWS  

 

 

 

NORSE RECIPES 

    
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 We know how much 

fun our children have 

taking part in sports and 

playing games with their 

friends. Warming up is a 

crucial part of physical 

education to ensure 

they are ready to 

participate.  

Have a go at these 

stretches designed to 

aid in warming up 

before taking part in 

games!  

 The Norse team are delighted to share their 

Vegetarian Enchilada Bake recipe for our 

families to test out at home!  

Packed full of veggies and easy to prepare, it’s 

sure to be as popular at home as it as school! 

You can always switch our ingredients to suit 

different tastes, or add chicken, fish or beans to 

boost your protein intake!  
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Please take a look at the following information about Minecraft – we know Minecraft is a popular 
gaming choice amongst our young people, check the tips below to understand how to use Minecraft 
safely. Minecraft has a PEGI 7 rating:  

 

E-SAFETY  
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PREMIER EDUCATION – WRAPAROUND CARE   

Premier Education offers Wrap Around Care 

and Holiday Clubs for children from Reception 

to Year 6 at Hethersett Woodside. 

 

Please click the link below to find out more 

about what Premier Education can offer our 

families: 

Wrap around care – Take a look behind the 

scenes of our childcare offer 

 

If you would like to book a session with Premier 

please click the following link: 

Premier Education 

 

https://www.loom.com/share/84d4ce5aa17440a68de6714fb38d4227
https://www.loom.com/share/84d4ce5aa17440a68de6714fb38d4227
https://www.premier-education.com/parents/venue/search/?location=nr9+3gn
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COMMUNITY NOTICES  


