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Welcome back to the Spring Term 2026! 
I hope you all had an enjoyable festive break and some time to play in the snow. 
 
The children have all returned to school so positively; ready to learn and keen to reconnect with peers. It is a delight to see each class 
learning so well throughout the day. 
 
Our staff had a very productive INSET day on Monday 5th January. We were training from 8.30am until 4pm, and we had some 
excellent sessions on: 
- Writing: how to ensure all learners meet their potential 
- More able learners: how to plan and teach more able pupils to ensure that they reach their potential in every year group 
- Ofsted Framework: This has recently changed, and we will be due another Inspection very soon. Staff were upskilled to understand 
the content of the Framework and the inspection process 
- Intervention programmes: how to ensure these are as effective as possible 
- Step On: Refresher training was delivered on how to manage pupil’s behaviour 
 
As you are aware, there are a couple of changes coming into place for 2026.  
Arbor is our new Management Information System (MIS). This is the database which houses all contact information, assessment data, 
school meal and attendance data. It is more user friendly than Pupil Asset, and we look forward to introducing new aspects of it to you 
over the coming weeks. Please ensure you have downloaded the Arbor App by the end of this week to ensure you do not miss 
any important information.  
 
Please may I remind you that the school car park is for staff and visitors to school only. The car park should not be used for dropping 
off or collecting children, or for Wrap Around Care. There is room on the surrounding roads and also a large car park at the community 
centre which allows you to walk into school along the designated path at the back of school.  
 
Reminder of school arrival times - ALL children MUST be in school by the times below, or they will be marked as 'late' and this could 
incur a penalty fine if it happens over a number of days.  
 
Y3,4,5,6: MUST be in school by 8.50am 
Y1,2: MUST be in school by 8.55am 
Reception: MUST be in school by 9am 
 
ALL GATES OPEN AT 8.35AM, SO YOU ARE WELCOME TO ARRIVE ON SITE FROM THIS TIME. PLEASE ENSURE ALL 
CHILDREN ARE SUPERVISED UNTIL THE DOORS OPEN (UNLESS THEY ARE IN YEAR 5 OR 6 AND HAVE PERMISSION TO 
TRAVEL TO AND FROM SCHOOL UNSUPERVISED).  
 
Holiday Club is coming to Woodside! 
I am delighted to let you know that we will be running a holiday club at Woodside, starting in February half term. 
Premier will provide this service, after successfully taking over the running of our Wraparound care each day. 
The flier advertising this provision is at the bottom of this newsletter - reserve your place now as it will be very popular I’m sure! 
 
On behalf of all staff, may we thank you all for the very kind cards and gifts many of you gave at the end  
of term. It is so kind and very much appreciated. 

 
We look forward to working with you this term. 
 
Louise Mainwaring – Head teacher 

 
 

WELCOME 
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January 
 
 

  
 

  

14 Jan 5pm Norfolk Lakes Residential Meeting Year 6 and Year 6 
Parents 

School Hall 

15 Jan  9am Active Leader’s Day Year 6  
15 Jan  Census Day – Special Menu – 

Details to follow 
  

15 Jan 1pm-
9pm 

Year 1 Dance Show Selected Year 1 
Pupils 

The Space 

21 Jan 1.30pm Local Library Trip Lime Class Hethersett 
Library 

27 Jan 9am Norfolk Wildlife Trust Visitor Rowan/Sycamore 
Class  

Reception 
Classrooms 

28 Jan 1.30pm Local Library Trip Beech Class  Hethersett 
Library 

29 Jan 2pm SEND Surgery   
29 Jan 3.15pm FOWS AGM FOWS  
29 Jan 4pm Nursery Open Event Prospective Nursery 

Parents 
Nursery 
Building 

February 
 
 

    

4 Feb 5.15pm SATs Information Meeting Year 6 Parents School Hall 
9 Feb 1pm Bug Visitor! Year 2 Year 2 

Classrooms 

11-13 Feb  Norfolk Lakes Residential Year 6 Lyng, 
Norwich 

12 Feb 10am Girls Football Tournament Selected 
Y3/Y4/Y5/Y6 Pupils 

Goals, Hall 
Road 

13 Feb  School closes for Half-Term – Usual 
Collection Times Apply  

  

23 Feb 8.40am School Re-opens Following Half-
Term 

  

26 Feb 12.30pm Dance Festival Selected Y2, Y3, Y4 
Pupils 

UEA 

March 
 
 

    

6 March 10am Girls Football Final (provisional- if 
team wins previous matches) 

Selected 
Y3/Y4/Y5/Y6 Pupils 

UEA 

10 March 3.30pm-
7pm 

Parent’s Evening  Nursery – Year 6 Main 
School 
Building 

11 March 1.30pm Local Library Trip Laurel Class Hethersett 
Library 

DIARY DATES 
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12 March 3.30pm-
7pm 

Parent’s Evening Nursery – Year 6 Main 
School 
Building 

16 March 9am Nursery Individual/Sibling School 
Photos 

Nursery Children 
and Siblings 

Nursery 
Building 

18 March 12.30pm Multiskills Festival Year 1 Easton 
College 

18 March 1.30pm Local Library Trip Hazel Class Hethersett 
Library 

25 March 2pm Rocksteady Concert Parents of 
Rocksteady 
Children Invited 

School Hall 

26 March 1.45pm Easter Stay and Play Orchard Class 
Parents 

Orchard 
Class 

27 March   School Closes for Easter Holidays – 
Usual Collection Times Apply 

  

Class W/C 01/12/25 W/C 8/12/25 W/C 15/12/25 

Rowan 94% 96% 96% 

Sycamore 95% 96% 91% 

Chestnut 96% 88% 85% 

Holly 97% 95% 89% 

Hazel 95% 96% 94% 

Laurel 95% 96% 93% 

Beech 96% 97% 88% 

Lime 96% 94% 93% 

Cedar 93% 89% 96% 

Hawthorn 97% 99% 95% 

Ash 98% 98% 92% 

Birch 99% 95% 91% 

Elm 95% 92% 93% 

Maple 90% 92% 95% 

ATTENDANCE 

• Residential Trips – Please note, if you have cancelled your child’s attendance on a residential trip, we 

are only able to refund the amount issued by the operating company, this may not be the full amount 

you have paid.  

• P.E Kit Reminder – Please make sure your child attends on their P.E days wearing P.E Kit. This is a white t 

shirt, black jumpers and shorts/joggers with trainers – please no coloured or sports branded items. Long 

hair must also be tied back and earrings removed. 

  
 

REMINDERS 

 
 

Our target for each class is 96% 
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School Website 

Our new website went live just before 

Christmas offering a professional and 

user-friendly experience for our parents 

and school community!  

Please have a browse, you will find lots 

of helpful information including term 

dates and school calendar dates, 

information about our curriculum and 

home learning offers for each year 

group, school values and staffing, and 

some familiar faces! If you wish, you can 

also use our ‘Celebrate Our Staff’ 

feature to share a positive experience 

you have had with a Woodside staff 

member! 

The website will continue to be updated 

and developed over the coming months. 

We welcome your thoughts on the new 

design, please get in touch with the 

School Office if you have any feedback! 

Please take a look here: https://hethersettwoodside.org.uk/ 

Arbor Parent App 

This term has seen us move from Pupil Asset over to Arbor, with many parents having installed and signed 

up to the Arbor Parent App already. The Arbor system is now live, and will offer more effective 

communication and greater efficiency across the school, from Nursery up to Year 6. 

Going forwards, parents and carers will be able to use the Parent App for the following: 

• To personally update their contact information, for example email and telephone numbers 

• Advise school of new medical conditions 

• Input parental consents, for example: for photograph usage in school, to attend local offsite 

activities, to allow Y5/Y6 children to walk home by themselves 

• Pay for trips, visits and school lunches 

• Order your child’s lunch choice in advance 

• Book Parent’s Evening appointments 

If you haven’t done so already, please visit PlayStore (Android) or Appstore (Iphone) and search for Arbor 

to download the Parent App.  

You will need to input your email address and press ‘Reset Password’ initially. Arbor will then email you a 

link to create a new password which you can use to enter the App. Following this, you will need to input 

your child’s date of birth to link to their profile and then you will be ready to go!  

Please take the time to explore the App and get in touch if you have any questions! Mrs. Lane will be on 

hand in the hall from 8.35am-9am on Monday 12th Jan and Tuesday 13th Jan to assist with any queries. 

ICT UPDATES 
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  Learning in Orchard Class 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 WOODSIDE CHOIRS 

The Woodside Choirs did the school proud over December, singing at festive events at school and in 

the community! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Woodside Christmas Fayre - 

Friday 5th December 

The Acorn and Oak choirs 

entertained the patrons, with 

friends and family singing 

along to festive songs.    

 

Hethersett Schools Carol 

Service - Monday 8th 

December 

At St Remigius Church, both 

choirs sang together in 

harmony, at this local annual 

event. 

 

This spring, both choirs will be taking part 

in the Norfolk County Music Festival in 

March, and the Oaks will be performing at 

the CASMA Concert at St Peter Mancroft 

in April. 

If your child would like to join one of our 

choirs to improve their singing skills, learn 

lots of new songs and have fun, then 

please sign them up using this form.  

• Acorn Choir - Wednesdays @ 

8:15am - 8:45am  

• Oak Choir - Wednesdays @ 

3:15pm - 4:00pm 

If your child is already a member of one of 

these choirs there is no need to fill in the 

form. I will assume they will be continuing 

to enjoy the sessions!   Ms Smith 

 

   Over the past few weeks, the children have been taking part in a range of practical and social 
learning activities. They have enjoyed weekly baking sessions, where they follow simple recipes, 
take turns, and build confidence in the kitchen. The children have also been working together in 
small groups, developing teamwork and communication skills. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   As part of encouraging healthy habits, the children have been trying new foods and sharing their 

thoughts in a positive and supportive environment. We also went on a class trip to the local café, 
giving the children the opportunity to practise real-life skills such as ordering, manners, and 
community awareness. 

 

CURRICULUM NEWS 

 
 

https://forms.gle/MpEUgEkLduLZCiEJ7
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PASTORAL NEWS 

Firstly, let me start by wishing you all a very happy New Year - I hope 2026 
is good to our school community and to all of your families. 

This month's Pastoral contribution will help families with children who are 
experiencing ‘big emotions’ and offer guidance on how to deal with these 
feelings in a positive manner. 

The "Name It to Tame It" Technique. 

In the busy environment of Woodside Primary School, our children 
experience a whirlwind of emotions every day. From the excitement of a 
new project to the frustration of a tricky maths problem or a playground 
disagreement, these "big feelings" are a vital part of growing up. 

 
However, for a primary aged child, an emotion can feel like a physical wave that crashes over them. When they 
are overwhelmed, the "logical" part of their brain often goes offline, making it difficult for them to explain what is 
wrong. 

One of the most effective tools Mrs Larwood and I use - and one you can easily use at home - is a technique 
called "Name It to Tame It." 

HOW IT WORKS: 

When your child is upset, instead of asking "Why are you doing that?" or telling them to "Calm down," try to simply 
label the emotion you see: 

• "I can see that you are feeling very frustrated that your LEGO fell over." 
• "It looks like you are feeling a bit nervous about your swimming lesson tomorrow." 

Why does this help? Neuroscience shows that labelling an emotion helps shift brain activity from the emotional 
centre (the amygdala) to the rational centre (the prefrontal cortex). By naming the feeling, you help your child 
regain control and feel "felt." Once the emotion is tamed, you can then move on to problem-solving together. 

Pastoral Book Recommendations from Mrs. Larwood and Mr. McCabe 

“The Colour Thief" by Gabriel 
Alborozo 

While many are familiar with The 
Colour Monster, Mrs Larwood and I 
highly recommend The Colour 
Thief for a slightly different 
perspective. A beautiful, poignant 
story about a character who tries to 
steal the world's colours because he 
feels grey and empty. It is a 
wonderful conversation starter for 
both Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 
children about how our internal 
moods affect how we see the world, 
and the importance of empathy and 

sharing our feelings with others. 

 

"The Invisible String" by Patrice 
Karst 
This is an essential book for any 
home library, particularly for children 
who struggle with separation anxiety 
or feelings of withdrawal. It teaches 
children that they are connected to 
those they love by an "invisible 
string" made of love. It is a fantastic 
tool for building emotional security 
and helping children feel brave 
enough to step back into their 
"Window of Tolerance" when they 
feel lonely or overwhelmed. 

  

 
Best wishes, 
Mr McCabe – Pastoral Lead 
Woodside Pastoral Team. 
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HOME LEARNING 

Home Learning 

We are delighted to share our Home Learning Policy with you. At Hethersett Woodside, we 

view education as a true partnership between home and school. This new policy is 

designed to be clear and consistent, helping you support your child in consolidating what 

they learn in the classroom while building those all-important independent study habits.  

While the full, comprehensive policy is available for you to view on the school website, we 

have provided a summary of the key updates below to help you familiarise yourself with 

our approach. 

Reading 

Reading sits at the very heart of our curriculum. We ask that all children, regardless of age, 

read at home at least five times a week for just ten minutes. Please remember to note 

these sessions down in your child’s Reading Record, as this helps us track their progress 

and celebrate their dedication. 

Our pupils are also able to participation in our popular 'Reading Marathon’. As you know, 

this fosters a love of reading by challenging pupils to read 26 books over the year—one for 

every mile of a marathon. It is always a joy to see children earning their certificates and 

selecting well-deserved prizes from the book vending machine as they cross the finish line. 

A Tailored Approach for Every Age  

We recognize that a Reception child learns differently from a Year 6 pupil, so we have 

structured our home learning to match your child’s stage of development: 

For our Reception families, while the focus remains on developing early reading and 

phonics skills, we also want to encourage exploration of the wider world. To help further 

your child's knowledge of our current topics, we will send home a "Home Learning Grid" at 

the start of each half-term. These grids contain suggested activities linked to what we are 

learning in class, and we invite you to upload any evidence of your home adventures to 

Tapestry. 

As children move into Years 1 to 4, we want to continue fostering their creativity. We use 

"Home Learning Grids" sent home each half-term to cover various curriculum areas. 

Children can choose activities that interest them from the grid, aiming to complete six per 

half-term. We encourage you to share their successes by uploading photos or videos to 

their portfolio on ClassDojo. 

In Years 5 and 6, our focus shifts to preparing students for the transition to secondary 

school. To help build routine and consolidate core skills, these students will be issued CGP 

Workbooks for English and Maths, with specific pages set by the teacher each week. 

For children in Orchard Class, we recognize that every learning journey is unique. Home 

learning here continues to be set on an individual basis, often focusing on life skills, 

therapeutic activities, and communication strategies to ensure consistency between 

home and school. 

 

 



Hethersett Woodside JANUARY 2026 
 
 

 
 

  

🌟  Top Tips for Home Learning Success 🌟  

Small changes at home can make a big difference to your child’s confidence and 

progress. Here are a few ways you can support them: 

Create a Quiet Corner  

Try to find a peaceful place for your child to complete their activities. Whether it’s a clear 

space at the kitchen table or a quiet desk, a distraction-free zone helps them focus. 

Little and Often is Key ⏱️  

Regular practice builds strong habits. Just as we encourage 10 minutes of reading 5 times 

a week, this "little and often" approach works best for all home learning. Short bursts of 

focus are often more effective than long struggles! 

Be Their Cheerleader 📣   

Your attitude matters. Making it clear that you value home learning helps your child take 

pride in their work. If they are uploading work to ClassDojo or Tapestry, sitting with them to 

do this is a great way to celebrate what they have achieved. 

Encourage Independence 🧩   

It is okay if they get stuck! Encourage your child to have a go, and if they are unsure 

about a task, remind them to ask their teacher for help. 

Keep Logins Handy 🔐   

We use platforms like Tapestry, ClassDojo, Tackling Tables, and Purple Mash to support 

learning. If you lose your login details at any point, please let the class teacher know so 

we can get you back online quickly. 

 

We know that family life is busy, and we are incredibly grateful for the time, effort, and 

peaceful environment you provide for your child's learning at home. Whether it is finding 

ten minutes for reading, helping with an activity, assisting with a tricky workbook page, or 

simply offering a word of encouragement, your support makes a huge difference. By 

working together in this partnership, we can ensure every child feels confident, supported, 

and ready to succeed.  
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INCLUSION 
 

Inclusion 

Communication - Supporting understanding at home  

The best way of developing a child’s understanding is by talking to your child about 

everyday activities and playing with them. Match your words to what they are doing 

or looking at and repeat the same words and phrases. 

 

Top Tips: Gaining Your Child's Attention 

Making sure you have your child's attention is crucial to them understanding what 

you are saying. You could try these tips to help them be able to give you their full 

attention: 

• Say your child's name or touch their shoulder before giving an instruction or 

asking a question. 

 • Reduce background noise such as TV or radio to help your child focus on what you are 

saying. 

• Give them your full attention while talking to them to check they are understanding and 

adapt what you are saying if needed. 

Give Your Child Time 

Sometimes your child might need time to understand and process what is being said to them. By 

giving them time to respond to instructions and questions, you will reduce any pressure they feel to 

produce an appropriate response. You could try:  

• Counting 10 seconds in your head to allow your child time to think about what you have said 

and plan their action or answer. 

• Breaking information up into chunks and waiting in between to allow your child time to 

process. 

• Checking your child understands by asking them to repeat back what you asked them to do. 

 SEND Surgery 

A reminder that the next SEND surgery takes place on 

Thursday 29th January between 2:30 and 4:30. These 

appointments are an opportunity to meet with Mrs Jefferson 

to discuss any SEND queries or concerns relating to your 

child. Your child does not need to have previously identified 

needs to come to this appointment.  

Please fill out the form if you would like to have a 10 minute 

appointment.  

SEND Surgery 29th January 2026 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe_W6FgqbmjsxkSRMjMXboKKWI5vuqEeJGGiPAWysOwMj5OUQ/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=100493911978251781952
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FESTIVE WOODSIDE!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As December 1st rolled round, festive season kicked off at 

Hethersett Woodside! Here’s a snapshot of how we celebrated! 

Over 180 baubles and handmade decorations adoring our 

beautiful Norway Spruce (kindly donated by Persimmon)! 

348 Christmas dinners cooked by the 

fabulous Norse team, and served to the 

children by the lunchtime Christmas Elves 

– with a special warm welcome to our 

newest MSA team member Mrs. Ravindra!  

18 Class festive parties where our 

children shared their board games with 

friends, had classrooms discos and got 

crafty with the art supplies! 

2 Visits to nursery by Father Christmas 

and his Elf assistant! 

Over 40 bags of sugar donated for the 

Sugar for Shelters appeal – thank you for your 

generosity! 

Over 500 seats set up by Mr. Billy and his band 

of merry helpers for our enthusiastic audiences 

attending 7 festive performances in December 

(Yes we heard you joining in with the 12 Days of 

Christmas!) Thank you for supporting the children 

with learning their lines, jokes and songs, what 

superstars they were! 

4 South Norfolk Police Officers who 

embraced our children’s questions as they 

assisted our Reception classes on their 

local walk to St. Remigius to learn about 

the Nativity! 
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FOWS NEWS  

 

 

 

Thank you to everyone who contributed in even a small way to the FOWS Christmas Fayre, from 
anyone who donated a prize for the tombola after the non-uniform day back in November, to 
anyone who volunteered for a slot on the day or anyone who came along and spent their hard-
earned pennies with us! The Christmas Fayre is very much a joint effort from the FOWS, parents 
and carers, staff at Woodside, local businesses and the wider community, and it all resulted in a 
great afternoon of festive fun.  
 
The event was a busy one, with what seemed like the whole school making a beeline for our stalls! 
The tombola is always a massive hit, but with stalls like Pick the Snowman's Nose, Christmas 
Quackers, and Knock The Elf Off The Shelf, making their debut this year, there was fun for all the 
family. The Cafe was also a massive hit, with the fully loaded hot chocolates being the drink of the 
night. Thanks to a plethora of raffle prizes, we had many families go home with a smile on their 
face after winning big on the night too. Not only that, but the Woodside Choir even hosted a 
Christmas singalong in the main hall! 
 
The Fayre raised an amazing total profit of £1,372.92, an amount that we are thrilled with and 
pleased to be able to use to spend on the children during their time at the school. A big thank you 
goes to the FOWS Committee and volunteer teams, for their hard work in planning the event. It 
takes months of preparation and planning to pull off a big event like this, and our teams worked 
together seamlessly to pull it off. 

 The FOWS are always looking for new members to come along to meetings, help with the 

admin/planning side of things or just help us turn our ideas into reality! There is absolutely no 

requirement to hold a role, but we are in need of a Secretary if anyone would be interested in 

having a go. If you can't commit to coming along to meetings, we have a dedicated Whatsapp 

group for people who can help in smaller ways (like wrapping lucky dip prizes or stapling raffle 

tickets in school time), please email fows@hethersettwoodside.org.uk with your name and 

phone number to be added. Please remember, volunteers are always welcome to bring their 

children with them to meetings or events.. The rest of us do! Your children are not a barrier, we 

are raising the next generation of volunteers, which is a wonderful thing. 

 

Please look out for details of our AGM, which will be taking place in January, it would be great 

to see some new faces there to tell you all about the good we do! You can follow us on 

Facebook by searching - 'Friends of Hethersett Woodside Primary & Nursery School (FOWS)'. 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year from the FOWS! 

 A huge thank you to Sarah and team for raising such a 

fantastic amount of money for our school!   

The Poppy Appeal 

THANK YOU to our school community for supporting the 

Poppy Appeal in November, collecting funds for the Royal 

British Legion. Our school raised £193.46, contributing to a 

district total of £4853.45. The money raised supports 

current and ex-serving members of the UK Armed forces.  

Thank you for your support!  

mailto:fows@hethersettwoodside.org.uk
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E-SAFETY 

P.E CHALLENGES  

Please take a look at our latest P.E challenges to keep our pupils moving in January – these 

games are easily played inside if you don’t fancy a trip out in the cold! 

This month, 

please take a 

look at the 

helpful guide for 

creating family 

rules around 

device usage at 

home, with tips 

on how to 

access devices 

safely and 

encourage 

dialogue 

between carers 

and children 

regarding online 

usage.  
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COMMUNITY NEWS   

Booking Link for Premier Education Multi-Activity 

Club for February Half Term: 

Multi-Activity Holiday Camp ς Premier Education 

 

https://www.premier-education.com/parents/venue/courses/24303-944128/?back=1&location=hethersett

