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I hope you all had a lovely October half term break. I would like to thank all those who continued to drop children 

at school, despite the Academy having a 2-week half term break. 

A 2 week break at October half term is something only Academies are permitted to do, and as a LA Maintained 
school we have to adhere to the LA term dates of one week break in October.  
It impacts our families when neighbouring schools have different holiday dates, and we have fed this back to the 
Local Authority. 
 
We look forward to welcoming you all to parent’s evenings this week, and hope you find them a useful insight into 
learning at Woodside and how you can support your children at home. 
Autumn 2 is always a busy time; with festivities and other events and visits happening.  
 
Our School Improvement and Development Plan (SIDP) from last year is evaluated at this time, and we 
compile the new SIDP for 2025/26. 
This year we will focus on the following target areas: 
 
Curriculum & Teaching:  

• To improve standards in writing  
 
 

Achievement: 
• To improve outcomes for ‘more able’ learners 

 
 

Inclusion: 
• To develop provision to reflect our culturally diverse community (provision for those who have English as 

an Additional Language)  
• To ensure high quality provision for learners facing barriers (Learners who are Pupil Premium or SEND)  

 
 

Personal Development & Well being: 
To develop our community engagement offer 
 
Louise Mainwaring 
 
Head teacher 

 
 

WELCOME 
 



Hethersett Woodside NOVEMBER 2025 
 
 

 
 

     

November 
 

  
 

  

10-14 Nov  School Book Fair in attendance  School 
Library 

10 Nov  Odd Socks Day for Anti-Bullying Week 
(Special Menu) 

Whole School   

11 Nov 10am NSSP Cross-Country  Selected Children Earlham 
Park 

11 Nov 3.30pm -
7.00pm 

Parent’s Evening  Yr. R – Yr. 6 and 
Nursery Parents 

Main School 
Building 

12 Nov 1pm Local Library Trip Cedar Class Hethersett 
Library 

12 Nov 3.30pm – 
6pm 

Parent’s Evening – Nursery Only  Nursery Parents Main School 
Building 

13 Nov 3pm Year 5 and Year 6 Football Selected Year 5/6 
Children 

UEA 

13 Nov 3.30pm – 
7.00pm 

Parent’s Evening  Yr. R – Yr. 6 and 
Nursery Parents 

Main School 
Building 

14 Nov  Non-Uniform Day in exchange for 
Tombola donation for FOWS 
Christmas Fayre 

Whole School  

15 Nov 9am-
11am 

Try Before You Apply! Prospective 
Reception Parents Drop-In Stay and 
Play session with Tour at 10am 

September 2026 
Reception Intake 
Parents 

Enter via the 
Main Office 

17 Nov  Sibling School Photos   

17 Nov 10.45am  Maths Workshop Holly Class Parents Holly Class 

18 Nov 2pm Maths Workshop Maple Class Parents School Hall 

19 Nov 10.45am Maths Workshop Chestnut Class 
Parents 

Chestnut 
Class 

19 Nov 12.45pm Sikh Visitor Year 4   

19 Nov 2pm Maths Workshop Ash Class Parents School Hall 

20 Nov 2pm Maths Workshop Beech Class Parents School Hall 

20 Nov 3pm Year 3 and Year 4 Football Selected Year 3 and 4 
children 

UEA 

25 Nov 2pm Maths Workshop Elm Class Parents School Hall 

26 Nov 2pm Maths Workshop Lime Class Parents School Hall 

27 Nov 2pm NSSP Multiskills Year 2 Easton 
College 

27 Nov 2pm Maths Workshop Birch Class Parents School Hall 

December 
 

    

3 Dec 9am Stranger’s Hall Trip Year 2 Norwich 

4 Dec 9am Time and Tide Museum Year 3  Gt. 
Yarmouth 

4 Dec 9.30am 
or 2pm 

Year 1 Christmas Performance Year 1 School Hall 

4 Dec 3pm Year 5 and Year 6 Football Selected Year 5/6 
Children 

UEA 

5 Dec 3.30pm FOWS Christmas Fayre  School Hall 

8 Dec 9.15am Visit to St. Remigius Church Reception Classes St. Remigius 

8 Dec 6pm Hethersett Schools Carol Service School Choirs St. 
Remigius 

DIARY DATES 
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9 Dec 10am Visit to Hethersett Hall Care Home – 
Carol Singing 

Year 3 Hethersett 
Hall 

9 Dec 10.30am SEND Panathalon Selected Children  

10 Dec  Christmas Dinner – Please wear 
Christmas Jumpers! 

Whole School  

11 Dec 9.30am 
or 2pm 

Reception Christmas Performance Reception School Hall 

11 Dec 3pm Year 3 and Year 4 Football Selected Year 3 and 4 
children 

UEA 

12 Dec  Christmas Jumper Day – Charity 
Fundraiser 

Whole School  

12 Dec 9am Duxford Trip Year 6 Duxford  

16 Dec 9.30am 
or 2pm 

Year 2 Christmas Performance Year 2 School Hall 

16 Dec 1.30pm Christmas Stay and Play Orchard Class  

17 Dec 10am Christmas Party Nursery  

17 Dec 2pm Rocksteady Concert Parents of 
Rocksteady Group 
Invited 

School Hall 

18 Dec 1.30pm Christmas Party Nursery  

19 Dec  School Closes for Christmas Break – 
Usual Collection Times Apply  

  

January 
 

    

5 Jan  INSET Day (School closed to Pupils)   

6 Jan 8.40am School Re-opens for Pupils following 
the Christmas Holidays 

  

15 Jan 9am Active Leader’s Day Year 5  

15 Jan 1pm-9pm Year 1 Dance Show Selected Year 1 
Pupils 

The Space 

21 Jan 1.30pm Local library trip Lime Class  Hethersett 
Library 

28 Jan 1.30pm Local library trip Beech Class Hethersett 
Library 

29 Jan 2pm SEND Surgery   
29 Jan 4pm  Nursery Open Evening Prospective Nursery 

Parents 
Nursery  

PARENT GOVERNOR VACANCY 

Governor Vacancy  

We currently have a vacancy for a Parent Governor to join our Woodside 
Governing board. If this is of interest or you wish to find out further information, 
please contact the school office office@hethersettwoodside.org.uk  
 

mailto:office@hethersettwoodside.org.uk
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Class W/C 29/09/25 W/C 06/10/25 W/C 13/10/25 W/C 20/10/25 

Rowan 93% 93% 97% 93% 

Sycamore 96% 99% 93% 98% 

Chestnut 97% 95% 97% 90% 

Holly 94% 97% 98% 92% 

Hazel 95% 95% 97% 92% 

Laurel 98% 100% 98% 96% 

Beech 96% 99% 100% 97% 

Lime 98% 98% 96% 99% 

Cedar 97% 96% 95% 100% 

Hawthorn 99% 98% 99% 96% 

Ash 99% 99% 99% 98% 

Birch 94% 96% 96% 91% 

Elm 96% 96% 99% 93% 

Maple 93% 95% 96% 97% 

-We are experiencing a high volume of ‘forgotten’ items including musical instruments, lunch boxes, bags, 

shoes, library books and water bottles dropped off once the school day has already begun. This can be 

disruptive to teaching time when multiple items have to be delivered to the classroom. Please could we 

politely ask that children check that they have everything they need for the school day before leaving in 

the morning. Any late delivered items will now be taken to classrooms at breaktimes. Thank you.  

-The Scholastic Book Fayre will be in attendance the week commencing 10th November – please drop in 

before or after school (or during Parent’s Evenings!) to browse a wonderful selection of books – please note 

purchases are card only.  By purchasing books from the Book Fayre, you are also helping fund new books for 

our school library!  

-Health and Safety reminder: We recently had a child sustain an injury on the school climbing equipment 

after school. Thankfully they are recovering very well. Please can all parents / carers remember that school 

climbing equipment or resources on site, MUST NOT be used before or after school. Please ensure your 

children are well supervised at all times if waiting for siblings. Thank you - Mrs Mainwaring 

 

 

IMPORTANT REMINDERS 

ATTENDANCE 
 

PARENT FEEDBACK 
  We are always keen to hear feedback from parents. We would especially value your thoughts in terms 

of parental engagement – for example, ideas for workshops or activities that enable you to participate 

in your child’s educational journey. If you have any ideas please click on the link below to complete 

the Parent Feedback google form (alternatively you are welcome to put your suggestions in the post 

box in the office foyer)  

 

Parent Feedback Form 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdUY_q1SeVTTRvBC22FS13UyLNqjnEnYRibojLjFxD77ilfVg/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=115998705928555705763
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdUY_q1SeVTTRvBC22FS13UyLNqjnEnYRibojLjFxD77ilfVg/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=115998705928555705763
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Learning in Year 1 
 

Year 1 has had a fantastic start to the academic year! They have been enjoying learning and 

playing in their new classrooms. We recently had a visit from the Garlic Theatre Company who 

performed their fabulous production of Jack and the Beans Talk. The show was a lovely link to our 

English unit where we have been writing our own version of Jack and the Beanstalk. The children 

really enjoyed seeing the story performed on stage and even created their own puppets in class 

afterwards!  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Learning in Year 6 
 

We have had a busy first term in Year 6 and we are so pleased with the great start they have made! 

We have finished our first text ‘The Lost Whale’ by Hannah Gold and lots of the children have been 

busy adding a piece to their reading marathon based on this Core Text. One of our highlights of the 

half term has been Art where we have been using our Graphic Design skills to either replicate or 

reproduce food packaging. We began by researching advertisements and deconstructing existing 

packaging. Next, we moved to making our own nets and designs on them to produce our final 

pieces. Here is a snapshot of a few of those projects: 

CURRICULUM 
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SCHOOL LIBRARIANS  

 
 

 

 
 

Introducing our school librarians!  

Earlier this term, Mrs. Allen carefully 

considered applications from some of our 

Year 5 students to become student 

librarians, issuing them with the coveted 

yellow librarian badge!  

The new librarians have set to work very 
quickly making sure they keep the library 
tidy, returning books to their 
correct alphabetised spots on the 
shelves, labelling new books and 
ensuring the book shelving is in good 
repair!  
 

They take turns to complete library jobs 
from a checklist, and assist both their 
peers and school staff to find library 
books using the 'library detectives' 
system, clearly demonstrating the school 
value of 'Responsibility'. See the bubbles 
to see what the librarians think of their 
role! 
 
Well done student librarians, keep up the 
good work!  

 

 

Marcie: I like that the 

library is a safe warm 

space at lunchtime! 

Marcie Recommends: 

Harry Potter 

 

Clayton: I like returning 

books to the right 

places and making 

sure everyone can get 

the books they like. 

Clayton Recommends: 

The Mr. Men Box Set 

Beth: I like knowing 

this is my area of the 

school to keep tidy 

and organized! 

Beth recommends: 

Harry Potter 

Aurora: I like making 

sure everything is 

organized! 

Aurora 

Recommends: 

Warrior Cats 

Lottie: I like helping 

people find books and 

keeping the library tidy! 

Lottie recommends: A 

Series of Unfortunate 

Events 

A WOODSIDE WINNER! 

 

 

 

What Nature Is To Me 

Nature makes me happy; it really makes me smile, 

My favourite season is summer, but winter is a trial. 
 

In autumn, leaves fall, and all we see is the earth, 

But spring is much more fun when all the sheep give 

birth. 
 

Although the flowers are pretty, they really make me 

sneeze, 

My nose goes red and runny - it's the pollen from the 

trees. 
 

Animals are important. Birds and fish are, too, 

These can all be seen in your favourite local zoo. 
 

People keep polluting our poor environment, 

Nature's far too precious, this we must prevent. 
 

We will all be happy when pollution stops for good, 

Nature will be grateful when she knows she's 

understood. 
 

Thank you all for listening to my simple narrative, 

Being kind to nature is a better way to live. 

During the last summer term, 

we launched the Wonderverse 

Poetry Writing Competition for 

the children who were in Years 

2-6. At the end of October, we 

received the incredible news 

that one of our very own 

students was recognised as a 

‘highly commended’ winner! 

Only 5 children out of 12, 900 

entries were recognised as 

‘highly commended’, and we 

are delighted to share that 

Phoebe (now in Y4) was 

chosen by the judges for her 

wonderful writing. 

Mark Grist (judge) said: "Phoebe, this is such a 

bright and thoughtful piece. It’s full of love for the 

natural world and really encourages us to care for 

it too. I love the warmth and hope in your voice 

here. Well done!" 
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Type 1 Diabetes Health Awareness 

We are sharing an important health awareness campaign, the 4Ts from Diabetes UK, about the early signs 
of type 1 diabetes in children and young people. 

Below are links to two posters highlighting the "4Ts" symptoms of type 1 diabetes: 

• Toilet - going for a wee more often, especially at night 
• Thirsty - being constantly thirsty and not being able to quench it 
• Tired - being incredibly tired and having no energy 
• Thinner - losing weight without trying or looking thinner than usual 

 

 

 

 

INCLUSION 

These symptoms can develop quickly (over just a 
few days or weeks, especially in children), and if 
left undiagnosed, can lead to Diabetic Ketoacidosis 
(DKA) which is a serious complication of diabetes 
that can be life-threatening. Early recognition and 
prompt medical attention can save lives. 

We kindly ask that you display the above posters in 
a visible place within your school, such as the 
reception area, staff rooms, and corridors to help 
raise awareness among staff, parents, and pupils. 

The message is simple but vital: if a child shows 
any of the 4Ts signs and symptoms, it is important 
to seek medical advice immediately. 

Further information is available at 

https://www.diabetes.org.uk/about-diabetes/type-1-
diabetes/symptoms 

 

 

Norfolk Local offer 
 

We know that building parental confidence in and understanding of 
SEND support at school is key to helping more children flourish in 
mainstream education.   

Norfolk County Council been working hard to make their Norfolk 
SEND Local Offer Facebook page a trusted, engaging space for 
parents and carers across the county.  

The page now reaches an average of 22,792 people every month, 
offering clear, digestible content that helps families understand the 
support available, whether through SEN Support, specialist 
provision in mainstream schools, or other pathways.   

 

Alice Jefferson - 

SENCo 

https://www.diabetes.org.uk/about-diabetes/type-1-diabetes/symptoms
https://www.diabetes.org.uk/about-diabetes/type-1-diabetes/symptoms
https://www.facebook.com/sendnorfolk/
https://www.facebook.com/sendnorfolk/
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To put it into more context, Growth Mindset is the belief that you/me/your child's abilities and intelligence can be developed 
through dedication, hard work, and using the right strategies. I’m sure you would agree that even us adults would have 
benefitted from having been taught these qualities at an earlier age, which is why we introduce these ideas to our students. I 
also believe that our school values of Respect, Responsibility and Resilience are well represented through what the children 
learn in the sessions. 

What will we cover during Pastoral sessions: 

Mrs Larwood and I try to make our sessions fun and engaging whilst guiding the children's focus on turning tricky challenges 
into great learning opportunities.  Some of the key ideas we explore with the children are: 

1. Fixed Mind vs. Growth Thinking 

We will try to help children to understand the difference between a 'Fixed Mindset' (which is believing you are born good or bad 
at something and it can't change) and a 'Growth Mindset' (which is believing you can get better at anything with effort). Below is 
an example of each mindset and how you can turn a fixed thought into a growth thought, essentially turning a negative into a 
positive. 

• Fixed Example: "I can't do this!"  

• Growth Example: "I can't do this... YET!"  

2. The Power of 'Yet' 

This tiny word is a superpower! We teach children to add "yet" to any sentence when they feel stuck. It changes a feeling of 
failure into a positive goal for the future. 

3. Mistakes are not a problem, no really I mean it! 

We celebrate mistakes because they are proof that we are trying new things and that our brain is growing. We try to show the 
children how to learn from their mistakes instead of getting upset by them. 

4. Effort and Strategy 

It's not just about trying hard; it's about trying smart! We will discuss different strategies for solving problems and show that 
choosing a different approach can make a big difference when something is difficult. Children are amazing and adaptable at 
learning new strategies -if you have ever tried to help a child with their homework and found yourself saying the words “This is 
not how I learnt it!” then you’ll know what I mean (I have two teenage children and I can't help them with their homework. YET!) 

5. The Brain as a Muscle 

We use simple analogies to show how learning literally makes new connections in the brain. The harder a person/child works, 
the stronger those brain connections become. This idea can help them to understand that challenging work is good for them! 

If you are interested in trying some of these Growth Mindset ideas at home with your children, maybe you could try these tips 
from Mr McCabe: 

 

PASTORAL NEWS 
 

Growth Mindset Pastoral Sessions at Woodside 

I am excited to share information and hopefully, some insight into a 
Pastoral session that some of our students have been taking part in. 
Each week, Mrs Larwood and myself, run two groups in which the 
children are learning about Growth Mindset. Before I give you some 
insight into the content of the sessions I will give you some information 
about Growth Mindset and what it actually means. 

Maybe the simplest way to explain the concept of Growth Mindset would 
be to say that If you try to think of your brain like a muscle: the more you 
use it, the stronger it gets. That, for me, is the main focus. 

 

Nicola Ingham - 

Inclusion Lead 

Kev McCabe - 

Pastoral Lead 
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This month, please see the following helpful information regarding keeping children safe whilst using 
Youtube:  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

E-SAFETY 

• Praise the effort, not just the result: Instead of saying, "You're so clever!", try saying, "I noticed how hard you worked 
on that!" or "What great strategies did you use to figure that out?" Remember if you praise the effort then a child is 
more likely to keep on trying, even when making mistakes - this is less pressure on getting the ‘right’ results and more 
focus on the resilience shown. 

• Encourage challenges: When a task is hard, remind them that this is their brain's chance to grow. Again turn a 
negative into a positive! 

• Share your own struggles: Talk about a time when you struggled with something and how you kept trying until you 
succeeded. I find that children particularly like to hear about what their adults were like as children themselves and the 
advice and knowledge you give in these moments will probably have a greater effect on them. 

Kev McCabe, Pastoral Lead. 
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P.E NEWS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Just before half-term, Year 1 - 

Year 4 were lucky enough to 

take part in some Bollywood 

Dance workshops with Tina 

from Jaya Dance. 

Each class began their 

session by listening to the 

story of Diwali. Following this, 

the children got dressed up in 

beautifully coloured saris and 

waistcoats and donned 

musical bells to begin their 

lesson in Bhangra dance! All 

of the participants had a 

wonderful time (some 

continuing the dance back to 

their classrooms!) and were 

very pleased with their gift of 

a jewelled Bindi to take away! 

Thank you Tina for some 

brilliant dance sessions, 

Happy Diwali!  

 

 

P.E Challenges 

Physical activity is incredibly important, but we also need to remember to slow down sometimes! 

Why not have a go at our ‘Can’t Touch This’ game – followed by some breathing exercises! 
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COMMUNITY NEWS   


